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Wertenbaker, Charles The Death Kings 
Random House. Jan. 1954. 478p. $3.95. 

closely written, somewhat polemical novel that pur- 
ports something allegory shifting political 
philosophies during the two decades immediately past, 
The Death Kings commendably well-written, long 
enough seem worth the price asked for each copy; 
moves satisfactorily from New York Europe, 
places high and low; presents double-handful 
persons-of-the-drama pretty thoroughly dissected and 
exposed view mercilessly, almost, and coldly 
cadavers used lectures anatomy. But there 
great deal breast-beating and mixed 
the course the narration; argument concerning 
viewer’s opinion, superficial and protestant (as 
were somewhat apologia pro vita sua, and plea 
“don’t point the finger me”), that effective 
most left-wing propaganda fiction, (or right-wing 
any-other-wing fiction, for that matter), usually is. 
Which say heavy-breathing and boring. 


Perhaps this impression comes, looking back over 
the novel after laboriously plodding through it, from 
the set characters who serve the game-of-tag pro- 
tagonists. They are unsympathetic and egotistic 
bunch “intellectuals” you will encounter any- 
where outside real life. They are the young men 
who know exactly what wrong with the whole world 
and exactly what everybody else should doing about 
setting the wrongs right, slightly less than global 
scale. They are the men motivated mostly one 
two greeds: greed for fame greed for pleasure; and 
they are more-or-less willing dupes and tools for any- 
one sufficiently motivated the greed for power. 
Acknowledging God but their own opinion them- 
selves, their only morality expediency and, occasion- 
ally, fluctuating bow “decency.” Their discipline 
wholly emotional, rationalized result intel- 
lectual freedom. They are untrustworthy, unstable, 
and unattractive. And there are lots them every 
level; men who have succeeded rationalizing them- 
selves into animals. lost and wandering 
generation. 


What fillip interest the novel caused its publica- 
tion seems mostly due persistent rumor 
the editor and the “cabinet members” the magazine 
Beacon probably fictional distortion similar 
situation actual publishing house. Who Louis 


Baron supposed waxen image of, could not 
guess. certainly waxen image constructed 
chiefly, suspect, for the voodoo satisfaction sticking 
pins into him. Berkeley, Chatham, Freeman, Elgin, are 
four the bright young men Tom Slaughter had 
gathered around him editors when started Beacon. 
When Baron took over, they were ready first 
resent him, then succumbed his charm 
declaration faith “the revolution that eternal,” 
words that effect. One party member, (com- 
munist, course); the others are fellow-travelers, sym- 
pathizers, collaborators varying degrees. takes 
these bright young men several years, before, during 
and after World War II, acknowledge disillusion 
the point revolting against it. And one thor- 
oughly converted work actively against it, naming 
his former comrades and thus invoking their ire. That 
made object considerable scorn and treated 
with ill-concealed contempt the author indicative 
sentiment. 


doubt many will read this book through, cover 
cover, page page, for its political philosophy. 
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Wertenbaker Slaughter Fowler 


readers will struggle through will either reviewers 
who have satisfy their consciences reviewers, 
those who skip they read from one bedroom scene 
another. doubt any other novel date has put 
the same lady (may use that word this instance) 
successively into many different beds with many 
different people who are all, supposedly, the best 
comrades. Fanny, from Boston, goes from the arms 
one the group the arms another and another 
with all the excitement dress dummy. People are 
attitudinizing all over the place, seems me, but 
they never seem doing anything themselves. 
They are put into tableaux poses and some sort tape- 
recorder set playing back talk through off-stage 
amplifier. And there are enough cocktails consumed 
drown Kodiak bear. 


And that, friends, one man’s opinion. Take 


leave it. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Slaughter, Frank The Song Ruth 
Doubleday. Apr. 1954. 317p. $3.75. 

“The Book Ruth” the Bible has been noted 
through the centuries for the calm, forthright declara- 
tion faith and fidelity with which Ruth proposed 
throw her widowed lot with her mother-in-law, 
Naomi: “For withersoever thou shalt go, will go: and 
where thou shalt dwell, also will dwell. Thy people 
shall people, and thy God God.” These are 
household words, but the rest the story Ruth, 
after her renunciation her Moabite faith and kindred 
may not generally known. Readers The Song 
Ruth owe Doctor Frank Slaughter debt gratitude 
for re-telling the rest the tale, garnished with fictional 
characters and incidents which fill the gaps the 
biblical narrative. 


What this author adds, almost the outset, that the 
sons Elimelech maintained themselves Moab 
forging swords for the rapidly growing army Hedak, 
the power behind Moab’s doddering king. Moab was 
Sparta those days, according this version, and 
the people were bled for taxes support over-sized 
army whose swords the Israelites, Mahlon and Chilion, 
alone were capable producing. Ruth and her sister 
Orpah, married the sons Elimelech after whirl- 
wind courtship and strange doings the temple the 
god, Chemosh, whose service Ruth had official duties. 
But Mahlon, renegade people, grew more and 
more dissatisfied with his service country which 
openly confessed designs against Israel. Led his 
desire see peace between the two countries, Mahlon 
naively acquiesced scheme which put Boaz, the 
Jewish military chieftain, into trap set Hedak. 
deux-ex-machina arrangement, Boaz escapes, the sons 
Naomi and Elimelech are killed and Ruth and her 
mother-in-law finally make they way Bethlehem. 


This telling the story further adds the familiar 
tale the gleaning and the wooing Ruth and Boaz, 
villainous merchant Israel named Cheb, who 
Hedak’s pay, and also lecherous member the 
Jewish council, one Tob, whom Boaz must thwart 
protect both Ruth and the homeland. Boaz does 
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but not before Ruth faces trial Moabite spy; and 
the tables are turned Hedak single battle from 
which the Israelites escape disaster only the last 
minute and then through some 
phenomena. 


This work was prepared for presentation moving- 
pictures, and the signs such origin are it. 
Straining after effect mars the story several times. Too 
often and too easily, the characters jump from mean 
taunting each other humble confessions fault. 
Sometimes the people and incidents seem the ancient 
world, sometimes they appear perfectly modern. Men 
and women act without adequate motivation, follow 
the lines expected showboat villains and melodra- 
matic plots. Adah, slave-concubine Tob, and Cheb, 
are almost too malignant and sinister their 
Even strong characters like Boaz are blown about 
every wind rumor, and lend ear every fantastic 
scheme. 


Yet the work entertaining, although masterpiece. 
describing such scenes the lush orgies the 
pagans, Doctor Slaughter has used restraint that 
commendable. air seriousness runs through the 
telling the old biography, and the reader cannot but 
feel that the sacred text has been handled with de- 
corum and respect. 

Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 

Head, Department English, 

Providence College, 


Providence Rhode Island 


Fowler, Gene Minutes the Last Meeting 
Viking. Apr. 1954. 277p. $3.75. 

Ostensibly Gene Fowler’s new book the life story 
Hadakichi Hartmann: poet, dramatist, globe-trotter, art 
critic, free-lance journalist, “self-proclaimed genius, art- 
ful rogue, and moocher sans pareil.” Actually, how- 
ever, this biographical theme often becomes rather 
tenuous thread woven into tapestry anecdote and 
repartee depicting the colorful Bohemianism John 
Decker’s Brentwood studio, the hangout John Barry- 
more, Fields, Fowler, and Hartmann during his 


years Southern California. 


From Banting, this master cadger made frequent trips 
join the drinking bouts and nocturnal misadventures 
these cronies, and during them Fowler was prodded 
the others preserve the man’s amazing career for 
posterity. The incredibilities acquired during these 
Saturnalian excursions were later supplemented 
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HEADLINERS 
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The Spare Room (Ila) White Feb. 
The Desperate Hours (Ila) Hayes Mar. 
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The Conquest Everest (Ila) Hunt Feb. 
Life Worth Living (Ila) Sheen Nov. 
But Were Born Free (III) Davis Mar. 
The Man Who Never Was Montagu Feb. 
Seven Years Tibet Harrer Mar. 


three thousand pages notes set down secretaries 
hired record the talk the acrimonious charlatan. 


Occasionally Fowler settles down the routine facts 
about his strange subject, who “looked like forgotten 
potato” and whose career constitutes bamboo bridge 
connecting the artistic and literary scene the 1880s 


with that our own time.” The man’s parentage, like 
his name, was half Japanese and half German. Born 
Nagasaki about 1864, was reared Hamburg; 
lived Paris, London, Boston, Philadelphia, and New 
York; and concluded his ashmatic adulthood the 
Indian reservation Banting because federal authorities 
thought him American Indian. 


During his peregrinations earned the respect and 
friendship many the world’s great: Whistler, Mark 
Twain, Whitman, Verlaine, Amy Lowell, Gertrude 
Stein, Mallarmé, and Emerson among others. Some- 
times his insulting frankness got him thrown out his 
hosts, but often not they accepted his acerbity, 
paid his bills, and supplied him with beer and brandy. 
married twice; sired thirteen children, including 
illegitimate son New England poetess; neglected 
everyone but himself, and yet the wife who survived 
him professed continuing love even she reminisced, 
“My husband was entirely self-centered, forgetful, and 
inattentive.” died St. Petersburg 1944. 


Though Hartmann “never finished much anything, 
expect friendship bottle,” his most significant 
work was art critic. His writings include much 
ephemeral and esoteric material limited-edition pam- 
phlets, but his History American Art two 
volumes and Japanese Art have proved enduring books. 
Like Dr. Johnson, however, seems have been more 
interesting person than writer. 


took commanding personality hold position 
the Bundy Drive coterie, and Hartmann not only en- 
tered but often dominated the circle. All the portraits 
that emerge from the book—Fields, Barrymore, Decker, 
and Hartmann—have something the same quality. 
Each the four was compound genius, eccentricity, 
self-indulgence, and irresponsibility. Each, too, was 
brought unconventional living the eventual need 
prostituting his art commercial ends, and their 
good times together were really kind escape into 


Bingham 


themselves that was tinged with melancholy alone- 
ness. 


The escapades this mad group would put college 
pep rally shame. Fowler exploits them fully, but 
succeeds also showing certain respectability the 
free-drinking quintet. Even the admitted prejudice 
his association and nostalgia does not entirely cancel 
the lovable quality perceives beneath their madcap 
exteriors and which occasionally amplifies serious 
interludes. The whole piece done sprightly style, 
with flair for striking phrase and curious fact, that 
provides steady interest from beginning end. Ob- 
viously the account makes pretense edification 
and meant wholly for adult readers. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Bingham, Jonathan Shirt Sleeve Diplomacy 
Day. Mar. 1954. 303p. $4.00. 

This report “Point Action” is, one would 
expect, most enthusiastic. The author, former high 
official the Technical Cooperation Administration, 
intent establishing the merits the program and 
challenging these individuals and trends the Eisen- 
hower Administration which, fears, are endangering 
the gains that have been made well the prospects 
for future gains. Whatever shortcomings there are 
stem from this note commitment. There little 
reference the “blunders” other failures attri- 
buted overzealous efforts impose progress some 
backward areas. the other hand, some the ac- 
complishments that are cited seem blown little out 
proportion, and there tendency over-idealize 
the “shirt sleeve diplomat” model dedicated 
altruism. 


But these are The 
reader cannot help but build healthy enthusiasm 
his own the over-all objectives the Point pro- 
gram take clear outline. History will probably record 
two decisions President Truman’s his most 
mentous acts: the introduction atomic warfare (and 
its consequent expansion the point where seem 
condemned live Age Fear) and the declara- 
tion policy enlist our wealth technology 
the task bringing underdeveloped areas the world 
their fullest productive potential. this latter con- 
tribution may lie our only real hope escape the de- 
struction threatened the former. Bingham takes the 
reader into the actual settings which this new doc- 
trine being translated into action, and the reader 
should impressed. The experimental re-vitalization 
Indian community, the introduction diesel 
engines Indonesian fishermen, the D.D.T. spraying 
Iranian village—none these are dramatic, 
perhaps, the total disintegration some Pacific 
island; but one hopes that they will given the greater 
weight when mankind’s final score tallied. 


For the most part, the book written for the non- 
academic general public. However, the author does 
provide extensive references and footnotes for the bene- 
fit the more critical scholarly student Point 
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and its contributions. This reviewer joins Harry Tru- 
man recommending the widest possible reading 
this book. enough Americans are made aware 
what being attempted here, there will less tempta- 
tion for penny-wise, pound-foolish politicians junk 
undermine the limited beginning that has been made. 


Gordon Zahn, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago 11, Illinois 


Davis, Clyde Brion, editor Eyes Boyhood 


Lippincott, 1953. 323p. $3.75. 

This anthology selections about American boys 
chosen from the writings twenty-four American 
prefaced with Introduction which the 
editor states that while the selections are about boys, 
they are not necessarily for boys—a distinction re- 
grets having make. attributes this necessity 
the shortcomings the genre exhibiting. Having 
developed his thesis ingeniously and embellished 
with some striking insights into the mystery what 
makes boys tick, closes his Introduction with the 
encouraging observation that, although the 
chosen were written mostly for adults, believes that 
normal boy will enjoy them well his parents.” 
one who actually did enjoy some these pieces 
boy, the reviewer happy along with this judg- 
ment, unless the “normal boy” something different 
now than was then—which seems doubtful. Fashions 
and conventions change, but boys obstinately remain. 


Three literary forms are represented: autobiography, 
fiction and verse. The two examples the latter, 
Trowbridge’s doggerel about “Darius Green and his 
Flying Machine” and Archibald MacLeish’s decidedly 
adult “Eleven,” are appropriate but not indispensable. 
There are both fictional and autobiographical boys in- 
cluded, about twice many fictional autobiographi- 
cal, although the attempt divide these categories 
brought the surprising realization that any writings 
about childhood the distinction between what re- 
membered and what invented impossible one 
draw clearly. 


The unsatisfactory thing about reviewing anthologies 
that the proof good anthology the reading 
it, rather than any objective criteria might set 
shoot at. One thus becomes frankly subjective, and 
that spirit pleasant record that Mr. Davis’s 
anthological batting average quite high. Let dis- 
pose the negative side first: Henry Shute’s 
Things Whitch Aint Finished 
First” one those things whose humor depends 
bad spelling and consequently unreadable (we 
are speaking subjectively); Stephen Vincent Benet’s 
“Johnny Pye and the Fool-Killer” one more proof 
from pen that has, unfortunately, proved before that 
you can’t create folklore sheer will power and liter- 
ary skill; Bob Davis’ “Tree Toad” sounded “made up” 
when the obvious intention was make sound 
Steinbeck’s “The Leader the People” requires 
for its enjoyment gigantic sweet tooth; and Sherwood 
Anderson’s “Tar” rings false with self-pity. 


Yet these are small moment with the 
riches that other pages this collection provide. 


Best 


Lincoln Steffens’ Miserable, Merry Christmas” has 
genuine ring; Clarence Day’s Holiday with 
Father” already immortal and welcome here; Ring 
Lardner’s Caddy’s Diary” conveys the sardonic 
flavor that enigmatic and serious humorist; Stephen 
Crane’s “The Fight” reinforces our conviction that that 
author’s early death one the great tragedies 
American letters; Ernest Hemingway’s Day’s Wait” 
has the oddity clipped realism, where economy 
style borders poverty; James Thurber customarily 
hilarious with his “More Alarms Night”; and 
wonder there any reader who would not en- 
tranced with Narrative the Life David 
Crockett the State Tennessee” written (allegedly) 
himself. 


Special credit should Mr. Davis for exhuming 
from oblivion such indubitable masterpiece the 
graveyard episode from Harry Leon Wilson’s The 
Wrong Twin—nobody but Tarkington 
sented the classroom daydream passage from Pen- 
rod) has ever surpassed Wilson this sort 
Mencken, William Saroyan and Mark Twain are 
here their wonderful and differing ways. Standing 
quietly alone among all the pieces the book the 
mute tragedy Katherine Anne Porter’s “The Down- 
ward Path Wisdom,” the story small child and 
the effect him the quarrels and sins his elders. 
would impertinent praise Miss Porter this 
late date, but least may recommend her story for 
reading Cana Conferences. 


Some thumbnail sketches the authors their 
work—brief, witty and thoughtful—bring conclu- 
sion anthology which recommend all classes 
readers. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


Aswell, Mary Louise (Ed.) 
Ballantine Books. Feb. 15, 1954. 
Paper, $0.35. 

Someone could write interesting doctoral thesis 
the literary phenomena known reprints. How far 
back they historically moot point: the pirating 
Shakespeare’s plays might loosely called “reprint- 
ing.” This reviewer recalls the famous low-priced 
Tauchnitz Editions published Dresden (?) long be- 
fore became acquainted with Everyman 
Modern Library series. And then 1938—or 
abouts—the granddaddy all 
Pocket Books. Since then the number publishing 
houses which have been formed take advantage 
this profitable market seems limitless. Most have 
featured fiction, stressing sex, 
ness—either content advertising. But some have 
been intelligent enough perceive serious gap the 
availability important expressions man’s thought 
low market price. Qualitatively they stand head 
and shoulders above their competitors and deserve con- 
gratulations. Particularly, this reviewer thinking 
Penguin, Signet, and Mentor Books. Consistently they 
matter policy—tried give the reading 
public works “to chewed and digested.” Perhaps 


New Short Novels 
188p. Cloth, $2.75; 
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all their selections would not meet with approval. 
general, however, they have performed some service. 
case point New Short Novels, put out Bal- 
This publishing house trying capitalize 
the conditioned reflex the public buying re- 
prints, but they are publishing original works: the paper- 
backs are simultaneously published with the hardbacks. 
Time will tell they succeed. But their current effort 
not good selection from which judge, since 
novelettes are not every reader’s dish literary tea. 


microcosm, New Short Novels illustrates the differ- 
ences found all paperbacks. Some are trite, 
others are passable, and occasionally one very good. 
The first, Ride Out, Shelby Foote, bathetic and 
uninspired story Negro jazz trumpeter. The second, 
The Willow, Elizabeth Etnier, much more finished 
imagination and execution. the story the 
disenchantment young couple with the romantic 
life. Coming grips with the reality living the 
sparse Maine coast, they emerge from the experience 
with new respect for the challenges life together. 
The author leaves them with note hope, having 
treated them sympathetically. The third, The Gentle 
Season, Clyde Miller, another those cloudy 
pseudo-poetic creations dealing with that anomalous 
group people known the decadent Southerners 
who seem live only the pages novelists like 
Mr. Miller, Truman Capote and others this genre. 
fairness the author, this reviewer has always found 
extremely become interested the peri- 
pheral and shadowy motivations these kinds char- 
acters. The last, Winter’s Tale, Jean Stafford, 
fictive expertise: fine example craftswoman who 
holds all the elements her story firm hands 
(though there questionable slip the end) and 
who uses words with miserly economy but admirable 
efficiency. Set prewar Germany she reveals the 
corrosive sickness collusive between Ger- 
man woman and her Jewish lover. 


Ballantine commended for its pioneering spirit. 
These first treks into the wilderness may temporarily 
unrewarding but they hopefully open the paths new 
horizons for the reading public. 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Reid, Men Colditz 
Lippincott. Apr. 14, 1954. 287p. $3.95. 

Two years ago Pat Reid wrote The Colditz Story. 
became immediate best-seller. Colditz Castle 
Fortress Saxony and was this reputable escape- 
proof jail that Germany sent her hard-to-keep POWs 
from 1940 1945. Almost every detainee Colditz 
during that period had broken loose from other Ger- 
man POW camps, castles, prisons. Here was gath- 
ered the cream-of-the-crop escapees—the most- 
skilled and most fearless. Pat Reid had been sent there 
early 1940. Prior had engineered and attempted 
“breaks.” Soon after arrival Colditz his fellow 
POWs elected him Escape Officer. His duty was 
organize, engineer and coordinate escape attempts. The 


Reid Burnham 


Colditz Story told the unbelievable and heroic epi- 
sodes men who refused beaten and culminated 
with Reid’s own escape and flight freedom and home. 
the closing pages this book promised write 
another volume the latter days Colditz. 


Men Colditz Reid’s fulfillment his promise. 
the story Colditz from 1942 1945 when the 
fortress was relieved the American First Army. Dick 
Howe succeeded Reid Ecape Officer Colditz and 
furnished the names for this second 
volume which might have been entitled The Colditz 
Story the literary virtues Reid’s first volume 
are found again his second. The place the same 
but the names and faces are for the most part new. 
During Reid’s sojourn Colditz far most the 
names were British. But from 1942 1945 find 
veritable litany Polish, French, Dutch, Belgian and 
smattering American names. humor and au- 
thority the author contrasts national modes behavior 
they were revealed conduct prisoners, attitudes 
toward discipline and escape techniques. This in- 
teresting, illuminating, factual and dramatic. Men 
Colditz the author Reid writes men whom 
quently throws off reserve and meticulousness and 
glorifies men who all truth rated glory. 


Men Colditz, the companion volume The Colditz 
Story, may well stand classic description men 
making bearable and colorful the hell captivity, and 
narrator Pat Reid achieves blend humor and clean 
story-telling that makes these two volumes just about 
the best the many escape books World War II. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Burnham, James The Web Subversion 
Day. Mar. 11, 1954. 248p. $3.75. 


Emotion rather than reason seems govern the typical 
reaction Congressional investigating committees these 
days. Personalities, not facts, are too often the key 
factor determining attitudes. Against this back- 
gound, The Web Subversion may welcomed 
calm and objective appraisal Communist penetration 
into the United States government. Since much the 
material used was obtained from Congressional hear- 
ings, the volume serves incidental testimony the 
worth well conducted inquiries this field. 


The development the author’s thesis methodical 
and progressive. starts with typical hearing 
the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. shows 
the use the Fifth Amendment and the importance 
government the persons who fear self-incrimina- 
tion. Next examines the agencies government 
which were the prime objects Communist penetra- 
tion: economic agencies during the 1930’s, and war and 
international agencies during the 


The cumulative effect his presentation impressive. 
The reader convinced that espionage and subversion 
were neither isolated, casual unimportant during the 
years under scrutiny. further realizes that only 
Congressional hearings can bring out these facts, since 
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Tortora Wormser 


statutes limitation preclude grand-jury and court 
action. Finally, the reader can understand that Con- 
gressional investigation Communism not identical 
with the controversial Senator McCarthy. Actually, 
the Senator mentioned only twice the book. 


Occasionally the author strays from his field and men- 
tions the non-governmental effects Communist pene- 
tration. Thus, one Fifth Amendment witness, during 
the first four months 1953, had reviewed six books 
for the New York Times, for the Saturday Review 
Literature, and about for the New York Herald 
Tribune (p. public opinion can im- 
portant direct molding government policy. 


This timely book which should widely read and 
pondered. good antidote for the too casual atti- 
tude that some have taken regard Communist 
espionage and subversion. The material treated here 
covers more than peccadilloes; here have crimes 
which border treason. For the sake our national 
security, should master this lesson before too 


late. 
John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Tortora, Vincent Communist Close-Up 
Exposition Press, 1954. 160p. $3.00. 

The author this book American journalist with 
good command Italian and several other European 
languages. succeeded getting forged Italian 
Communist Party card and attended the 1951 East 
Berlin Youth Festival. The book account his 
trip Berlin and his discussions with delegates from 
various countries. There are chapters visits fac- 
tories and schools the area. 


The central lesson learned the author that Com- 
munist propaganda has almost hypnotic effect upon 
youth. Young persons fanatically believe the lies told 
about the Western world. They are convinced the 
superiority the “peoples’ Democracies.” The longer 
that Communism remains power, the greater the 
number uncritical supporters the various régimes. 


This book is, itself, neither major nor 
deals with one facet the broad picture Communist 
exploitation subject peoples. But illuminating 
reading and gives further evidence the total nature 


interested readers. 
John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


René 
The the Good and Bad Nations 
Regnery. Apr. 1954. 180p. $3.00. 


During war every propaganda means employed 
convince Americans that their cause just, that our 
allies are motivated lofty ideals, that the enemy and 
his associates are wicked, bent upon our total destruc- 
tion. result this propaganda are inclined 
divide the world into the good nations which follow 
our standard and the bad nations which oppose us. 
the author’s opinion this division deceptive fallacy 


Best SELLERS 


and responsible for the three wars the twentieth 
century and for the perilous condition the con- 
temporary world. 


willing concede that there are good and bad 
governments. has use for Hitler Mussolini 
and their totalitarian regimes. But condemn entire 
nations perpetuity for the crimes the governments 
which tyrannized them not wise policy. The Ver- 
saille Treaty was formulated with the purpose pun- 
ishing the Central Powers because they were bad na- 
tions. The League Nations was agency enforce 
the Versailles Treaty, thus keeping the good nations 
power and the bad nations under surveillance. Con- 
sequently World War was nothing more than con- 
tinuation the previous Now Germany, 
Japan and Italy are the bad nations and the the 
instrument for perpetuating vengeance upon them. 


Everyone will recognize that there some truth the 
author’s theory about the good and bad nations. But 
try explain the complex history the twentieth 
century the rigid framework this theory tends 
oversimplification. This book severely criticizes the de- 
militarization Germany, Italy and Japan. proposes 
frankly that the war industries these nations re- 
vitalized that they can help opposing Russia 
and Communism. effort should made return 
Germany East Prussia and the lands which have 
been incorporated into Poland. Japan should receive 
the island possessions that she forfeited; Italy should 
regain her colonies. this way these mighty nations 
will persuaded support our foreign policy and 
thus tip the balance power our favor. The author 
firmly believes the balance power, the efficacy 
armaments and alliances secure the peace. 


For too long the United States has followed the lead 
England and France designing her foreign policy. 
our minds England and France are the good nations. 
Any nation leagued with them good, any nation 
opposed them, bad. time for the United States 
independent its foreign policy, intent 
upon the furtherance its own enlightened self-in- 
terest. Because France and England are opposed 
German and Italian rearmament reason for 
adopt their program. 


The Korean War could have been won England had 
not dictated our military strategy. foolish assert 
that bombing the Yalu would have precipitated war 
with Communist China and Russia because were 
already war with them. The present truce 
victory for Chinese Communism. All-out aid should 
given Chiang Kai-shek and the Chinese Nation- 


alists that they can carry the war the Chinese 
Mainland. 


These are rather explosive ideas. they appeal 
you, this book your meat. But you are inclined 
think that world tension due something more 
complex than the struggle for the balance power, 
you believe that moral and spiritual principles are 
necessary for world peace, you won’t find too much 
enlightenment here. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, Illinois 
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Cost, March Invitation from Minerva 
Lippincott. Apr. 1954. 286p. $3.50. 


old formula leans upon the “chance” remark one 
the characters about writing play which several 
persons, “affinities,” are unexpectedly brought together 
under circumstances make them shed their masks. 
Believe not, the situation does arise, imposed 
avalanche this time, and all the princess Victoria’s 
dinner party are cooped for days and days. This 
all happens 1921, “Italia (no longer) Irredenta.” 


Not only are the parties unexpectedly gathered, but 
the nimble brain too clever coincidence 
vided the weirdest workings their backgrounds. More 
implausible even than the relationships are the speech 
habits the persons ensnowed—even 
calamity. Undoubtedly the phrasing finely chiseled, 
but few humans, never all once the same ava- 
lanche, talked with such erudition, nuance, sophistica- 
tion, incisiveness and, let admitted, pointlessness. 


appears that the masks these people come 
down but the net effort not much different. 


For the record may said that, the opening 
scenes, this book bears some relation the novels 
Henry Harland, without the good sense good humor; 
there are undoubtedly echoes the lighter James; and 
the situation cannot miss being likened that 
Robinson’s Snowbound book. 


Aside from this, which must carried further, 
there quite bit about statue Minerva, with 
much subtlety which this reviewer does not grasp. 


Literate adults may able work something out 


all. 
Doris 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Baxter, Walter The Image and the Search 
Putnam, 1954. 314p. $3.50. 


Apparently the author intended this novel 
serious picture moral disintegration caused delu- 
sion and redemption through honesty; has suc- 
ceeded only writing pointless and indecent account 
woman who has wealth, beauty, and utter in- 
capacity for moral judgment. There reason why 
anyone should bother read this book. 


Simenon, Georges Tidal Wave 
Doubleday. Feb. 24, 1954. 383p. $3.95. 
Credit whoever selected this title, Tidal Wave, for one 
the most confusing gambits fiction-publication for 
the current year. There nothing about marine cata- 
clysm, seas flooding shore areas this collection 
three fictional case histories. Nor, more’s the pity, 
there any mention Inspector Maigret the Paris 
Surete any the three stories, case the reader 
seeking clue content from the author’s name, rather 
than from the book-title. 


prolific writer romans policiers, romans jaunes— 
which metier was eminently successful and in- 
Simenon has, particularly since took 
residence Connecticut, turned the exploration 


Cost Baxter Simenon 


trauma, psychoes, moral collapses secu- 
laire, the man (and woman) this largely frenetic 
and rootless generation. still interesting story- 
teller. has knack building character and 
situation with carefully selected bits incident and 
conversation, that verisimilitude approaching jour- 
nalistic reporting achieved while the story moves 
purposefully toward its denouement which may 
crime passion desperation, that almost com- 
pletely convincing. 


The three short novels, long “short-stories,” con- 
tained this collection are titled: Belle, The Bottom 
the Bottle, The Brothers Rico. Simenon writes 
French and the translators these three stories are 
various: Louise Varese translated Mort Belle; 
Cornelia Schaeffer, Fond Bouteille; Ernst 
Pawel, Les Freres Rico. And the translations are 
consistently good that one not immediately aware 
the difference the translators. 


Belle tells the effect that suspicion murder has 
upon quiet teacher private prep school. Belle 
Sherman was the daughter schoolmate Spencer 
Ashby’s wife, Christine; girl they had given hospi- 
tality during the period her mother’s absence seeking 
divorce. Ashby had never taken any notice Belle 
about the house. Then, one night, while Christine 
was out playing bridge with neighbors and was con- 
tentedly working his wood-turning shop home, 
Belle was strangled their living room. was the 
only one home and was who found her. Bits 
evidence turned which seemed implicate him 
inevitably. The suspicions detectives and neighbors 
turn upon him and feels trapped. And winds 
actually committing murder very similar that 
which ended Belle’s life. 


Then, The Brothers Rico tells several men Italian 
parentage who early were drawn into crime during 
their adolescence New York. One, Eddie Rico, 
managed because his aptitude for accounts stay 
the more respectable fringes mob activity and was 
put charge Florida chain gambling resorts. 
But when his brother suspected being ready 
betray others involved robbery-murder, the mob- 
sters put Eddie the job tracking him down. And 
Eddie’s desire keep the luxury and ease which 
has become accustomed overwhelms any instinct 
might have had try save his brother. 


The Bottom the Bottle shows the breakdown an- 
other man, this one married wealth ranch near 
the Mexican border. The hard-drinking group neigh- 
bors associates with and his own predilection for 
alcohol betray him into sacrificing brother who de- 
pends him for aid reaching asylum after escaping 
from prison effort rejoin his wife and children. 


These are not savory tales; nor are they any way 
inspiring. But sense they are moral: three “hor- 
rible examples” what men are capable when there 
nothing more substantial their characters than 
pervasive selfishness, unredeemed any spiritual faith 
any solid morality. And the three case-histories are 
approached something clinically objective man- 
ner which cauterizes much the sordidness and shod- 
diness the people involved. 
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Dubin Ryan Thompson Anderson 


Not book for high-school library shelves, Tidal Wave 
would (or should) give scruples adults. Nor will 
add substantially their experience education. 
Its only value would seem that most fiction: 
serve analgesic the pains boredom for three 


hours. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Dubin, Harry Hail, Alma Pater 
Hermitage House. Apr. 1954. 287p. $3.00. 


boy takes the ups and downs growing pains like 
kite, and his parents are never sure that they guide his 
efforts like the string just hang like the tail. 
Addison Beech’s growing pains were like that: through 
prep school, summer camp, puppy love, hobbies, hot 
rods and healthy instincts—through all 
well meaning parents also grew least entangled. 


Because this book “looks back” through the eyes 
Addie’s father see the humor the impatient emer- 
gencies each new situation with the pride Alma 
Pappy reflected all. The book little indelicate 
few spots like youth itself, but for all that 
honest, alert and good naturedly funny. 


Harry Dubin does very well with his affectionate tell- 
ing and Malsberg does just ably with the illustra- 
tive sketches. Anyone who feels the child problem 
the man will like this. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Ryan, Don The Devil’s Brigadier 
Coward-McCann. Apr. 14, 1954. 312p. $3.50. 


When Tories Elijah (Big) Heath and Matt (Little) 
Heath return their Carolina home the end the 
Revolution, they find their father murdered Regu- 
lators and Matt forced Elijah into blood oath 
avenge their father’s death killing each the seven 
men who had part it. Matt love with Sally 
Blanchard but leaves her follow Elijah career 
wild murder they kill their victims one one 
Carolina and along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 


strange hypnotic powers, Elijah keeps Matt the 
oath spite Matt’s revulsion. Masquerading re- 
vivalist ministers, the brothers comb the new West and 
finally locate the last two victims, Moses Stegall and 
Captain Mason now known Jim Wilson. Wilson has 


Best 


maintained pirates’ den along the river and has joined 
with Wilkinson the conspiracy seize the West for 
the Spaniards. Big Heath and Wilson become allies 
but Wilson killed after being married hypnotized 
Sally Elijah. Matt and Sally escape and persuade 
Sevier not join the conspiracy. Sevier grants un- 


official pardon Matt who escapes happiness with 


Sally Big Heath killed escape attempt. 


Revenge the major factor this story and, although 


eventually punished, the detail murders, includ- 
ing the deliberate killing baby, such that the 
book should recommended one. 


Thompson, Laurence 
Messner. Mar. 29, 1954. 191p. 


One shakes the trees and whatever falls into place you 
form into platoon. least that’s what the British 
Recruiting Service seemed like some parts Africa. 
Laurence Thompson has great deal sympathy for 
the English who are teach and the natives who are 


learn how soldier. And sympathetic 


ing all that holds the Service together. For necessary 
complications arise since the natives insist seeing all 
things the actions good and evil spirits, and soldier- 
ing itself merely means quickly obtaining the 
price bride. 


The hero the story lovable, native, 


soldier who, despite his best efforts, remains cross 


tween Don Quixote and Gunga Din. Nevertheless 
presented poignantly enough merit our pity and 
human enough for accept him with under- 
standing smile. 


The tale told with effectiveness, economy and insight. 
war story with impacts delight and disturb 
but with hero that will remembered. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


REPRINTS 


Anderson, The Smoldering Sea 


Pocket Books. 304p. $0.35. 


this reprinted war-sea story, the cashiered naval 
officer, now captain armed freighter, really 
psychotic. Put him together with crew semi- 
anthropoids, plus few specialized misfits and you have 
brawling, filthy frustrating novel that begins and ends 
nowhere. Though suitable for adults there seems 
positive value that would make recommendable. 
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